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Statement of Significance

Date of Construction 1891 Architect/Engineer/Builder.

g In the opinion of the surveyor, this property appears to meet the criteria of the National Register of Historic Places
O inthe opinion of the surveyor, this property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local).

The Presbyterian Church is significant for being the oldest surviving church building in Anacortes. With the
exception of the loss of the large corner tower, the building is intact as built and is a good example of a
nineteenth century, eclectic building type. The first regular minister in Anacortes was Reverend A. S. Foster,
who arrived in 1889, The congregation first met in Amos Bowman's residence, moving later to a canvas-roofed
frame building on Tenth Street. For a short time the congregation met then in Child's Hall at the corner of
Third and "R" Streets, and in January 1981, moved into the Bowman Opera House. 1In May 1891, the subject
building was completed at a cost of $2,600. When the Presbyterian congregation outgrew .the building, it was
sold in 1923 to the Skagit County Evangelical Society, who sold it in 1927 to the Assembly of God Church, who
in turn sold the building to the Veterans of Foreign Wars in 1936. 1In recent years the building has served
as a storage facility. This building serves as a prominent visual anchor on the east side of the historic
commercial core of Anacortes.

Description of Physical Appearance

Located on the southwest corner of Fifth and "R" Avenue, a few blocks northwest of Cap Sante Marina in Fidalgo
Bay, the Presbyterian Church is a two~story, wood-frame structure with Queen Anne style decorative features.
Asymmetrical in plan, the gabled roof is sheathed in wood shingles. The building rests on a stone foundation.
The corner entry was originally crowned by a large tower, Windows are one-over-one, double-hung sash with fan-
light and semicircular dripstone or hoodmold. Double doors, recessed in the round-arched entrance, replace the
originals. Decorative elements include fishscale shingles in upper gable ends and stained glass. Alterations
are minor: the original porch stoop has been replaced with concrete and some windows have been boarded over.
Despite the need for paint and some minor cosmetic disrepair (broken windows, deteriorating siding), the
building appears in sound structural condition.
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